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Fairfield Hills Authority 
 

MINUTES 
 

The Fairfield Hills Authority held its regular meeting on Monday, February 22nd 2016 at 

the Edmond Town Hall Lower Meeting Room, 45 Main Street, Newtown CT 06470 

 

These minutes are subject to the approval of the FHA at their next meeting.  
 

Present: Tom Connors, Jim Bernardi, Andrew Willie, Renata Adler, Phil Clark, Terry 

Sagedy, Ross Carley 

 

Absent: Curt Verdi 

 

Also Present: Christal Preszler (Grants Coordinator), Kyle Lyddy (Sandy Hook Permanent 

Memorial Commission) 

 

Mr. Connors called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 

 

Public Participation: 

Richmond Jones- Mr. Jones asked permission of the group to document the inside of 

Canaan House through photography. He expressed that it would not be solely for 

personal satisfaction. Town Historian, Daniel Cruson submitted a letter of support 

(attached). The group showed mutual respect of his idea, but were concerned for his 

safety considering the current remediation/demolition process. The FHA was also 

concerned that allowing Mr. Jones would create a stir of people and groups wanting 

to enter the buildings. They suggested he try to work with the town, to which Mr. 

Jones replied he has a meeting scheduled with First Selectman Pat Llodra. Mr. 

Jones also presented a large-scale peace sign, that is based off of the concept of 

Stonehenge. He has submitted these plans to other Commissions in the past, but 

wanted to include the FHA.  

Kyle Lyddy- Mr. Lyddy came to give a brief update on the progress that the SHPMC 

has made. He wanted it to be clear that opinions and ideas are very welcome, and 

are still being gathered. Ms. Adler started a discussion, asking to have Open Space 

defined. Mr. Carley wanted to make sure that a lost step would not allow an outsider 

to find a loophole to produce whatever they may want on a supposedly ‘Open Space’ 

parcel. Mr. Connors brought the group back, stating that the SHPMC is trying to get 

it right, not trying to make a deadline.  

GreenTek- Andrew Mangold and Katy Caulfield presented preliminary plans for a 

‘Fruit Trail’ they would like to install in the Fairfield Hills Campus. The pair 

described this as a way for people to connect to nature through native fruit trees, 

herbaceous ground cover and perennials, that will require little to no upkeep. This 

was not presented as a plan for a memorial but it was suggested that GreenTek and 

Mr. Lyddy to discuss it as a possibility. FHA members supported the overall idea, 

and asked the pair to come back with a full proposal.  

 



 

Minutes: Mr. Connors moved to accept the minutes from January 25th 2016. Mr. Bernardi 

so moved. The minutes were unanimously accepted.  

 

Staff Updates (Preszler): Ms. Preszler updated the FHA that the renovation of Duplex 63 is 

moving along as scheduled. She is looking into an EDA grant which would help install new 

sewer and water. After congratulating Ms. Preszler on the recent awarding of $500,000 

from the STEAP Grant, the group was quick to ask their involvement of the process. Mr. 

Carley and Mr. Sagedy asked to take part in town discussion/meetings on behalf of the FHA 

to keep communication open.  

Mr. Carley also made a motion to designate $3,000 to continue the Plymouth Hall basement 

project. Mr. Bernardi seconded. All in favor. Mr. Clark has been working to create a list the 

expenses of Fairfield Hills, including the different town departments. This will give the 

FHA a sense of what is being worked on and the money involved for those services. Mr. 

Willie observed the arrow on the sign for the EOC building is not pointing in the correct 

direction, and was assured it will be looked into.   

 

Adjournment: Mr. Connors made the motion to adjourn. Mr. Bernardi seconded. With no 

further business, the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 8:34pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Georgia Contois, Clerk.  
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